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| MY DEAR CHILDREN: 


'  Today’s Gospel gives us a large portion of the dis- 
» course made by Our Lord Jesus Christ in answer to 
» questions of the Apostles as to when should destruc- 
' tion of the magnificent Temple of Jerusalem take place, 
' 80 that not a stone of it should be left upon a stone; 
' and what would be the sign of His second coming to 
the world. 

Christ addressed His Apostles, as Saint Matthew 
' tells us, seated on Mount Olivet looking down on Jeru- 
salem and on the massive Temple building. It is a 
'seene at once sad and distinctly austere. 


CHRIST AS A HERALD 


The Word of God made flesh, a Pilgrim on the 
® earth and the seer of eternal ages rises in sublimity 
as a Prophet above prophets. He, Creator of the 
‘world and man, Arbiter of the past and the future 
that depends upon Him, takes His stand in the center 
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of human history as a herald of the ruin of the old 
Temple and dispersion of the sons of Israel, just as 
He had before promised the building upon Peter of 
the new Temple of His indestructible Church. 

He takes His stand as a herald of His second com- 
ing when “shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in 
Heaven; and then shall all tribes of the earth mourn 
and they shall see the Son of Man coming in the clouds 
of Heaven with much power and majesty. 

“And He shall send His angels with a trumpet and 
a great voice and they shall gather together His elect 
from the four winds, from the farthest parts of the 
Heavens to the utmost bounds of them” (Matthew 
xxiv, 30, 31). 

“Behold I have told it to you beforehand. ... 
Heaven and earth shall pass, but My words shall not 
pass” (Matthew xxiv, 25-35). 


WorRD OF SAVIOUR STANDS 


Heaven and earth shall pass. This earth will pass 
which we tread under foot, which we till in the sweat 
of our brow, which we survey with our eyes; this earth 
torn up and tortured by our steel to expose the tombs 
of the dead past, of coeval monsters from the un- 
known shores, of vapors of extinct volcanoes and of 
mineral veins and liquid fires that disturb the dreams 
of man and upset his peace. 

This old sphere of ours will pass, which seems no 
longer to suffice for men or to satisfy their contentious 
emulations which in our days have enkindled a con- 
flagration of such gigantic dimensions that it surpasses 
and almost throws into obscurity the most grandiose 
events and upheavals in the history of the world. 

The earth will pass and we shall all have to appear 
before the Judgment Seat of Christ that everyone may 
receive reward or punishment according as he hath 
done, whether it be good or evil (refer II Corinthians 
v, 10), but the Word of Christ shall-not pass. 
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END OF WORLD NoT YET COME 


It is He Who predicts and announces beforehand to 
the Apostles the story of His Church and of the world, 
and the vicissitudes through which they will pass in 
the course of ages. And there, in this same discourse 
on Mount Olivet in the sight of Jerusalem, He bids 
them beware that no one seduce them. 

For, He tells them, “you shall hear of wars and 
rumors of wars. See that ye be not troubled. For 
these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet” 
(Matthew xxiv, 6). 

No! Consummation of the world is not yet come. 
Christ, even though He has ascended into Heaven, is 
with us all the days, even in the midst of war and 
rumors of war. We must not be troubled, even as the 
Apostles were not troubled in preaching the Gospel. 

But if the cataclysm does not depress our spirits, 
we feel nonetheless that the present hour is a phase 
in the solemn story of humanity predicted by Christ. 
And you, dear children, know how this new and fierce 
war which lies heavy on Europe and the world, by 
necessity weighs down Our heart and that paternal 
affection which derives from the office imposed on Us 
by God towards all peoples; for you well know that 
sorrow is a child of affection and love. 


Has DONE EVERYTHING FOR PEACE 


Is not Christ’s sorrowful Passion the outcome of 
His love for us? Sic Deus Dilexit Mundum: God so 
loved the world! (John iii, 16). 

During His triumphal entry into Jerusalem, which 
He so loved, nearing the city and contemplating it, did 
not the Divine Redeemer weep over it? And He said: 
“If thou also hadst known, and that in this thy day, 
the things that are to thy peace!” (Luke xix, 42). 

This ineffable lament of Our Saviour over Jeru- 
salem could not but find an echo in the heart of His 
humble Vicar as he beholds Europe and the world in 
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brutal conflict. We have done everything for peace 
among nations, conscious as We are that it is Ours to 
be a servant and minister of peace, bringing the King 
on high Who makes peace not through the blood of bat- 
tlefields, but through the blood of His Cross, both as to 
the things that are on earth, and the things that are 
in Heaven (Colossians i, 20). 


HARMONY BASED ON JUSTICE 


It was an impulse of Our heart that We followed, 
in striving to secure that concord might be reestab- 
lished among nations—that concord that was for a 
long time upset and now is completely broken—and 
that there be set up an order of things more harmoni- 
ous, based on that justice which soothes passions, allays 
hatreds, quenches rancor and bickerings; an order 
which would tend to give to every people in tranquil- 
lity, in liberty and in security that portion which be- 
longs to each, of the earthly sources of prosperity and 
power, so as to make possible the fulfilment of the 
words of the Creator: “Increase and multiply, and fill 
the earth” (Genesis ix, 1). 

From the outset of the conflict, Our attention and 
thoughts have never ceased to secure, insofar as We 
could, that Divine purpose and human aid might be 
extended to those whom the clash of arms has caused 
loss and suffering. ‘For the charity of Christ presseth 
us” (II Corinthians v, 14). 


OWES LOVE TO ALL, IN CHRIST 


As the Common Father of all that believe in Christ, 
shepherd of His immense fold, We count among Our 
children, of Our flock, those near and far, the faith- 
ful, lost or strayed. To all are We debtor, to all do 
We owe love, comfort and help—to the weak and to 
the strong, to the miserable and to the unhappy, to 
the wise and to the unwise (refer Romans i, 14). 
This vale of tears is now so inuhdated with fresh 
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tears to be dried on the faces of children, mothers, men 
and aged ones who feel a sense of cruel abandonment 
in their loves and souls, especially in this turbulent 
hour when the terrible conflict, instead of subsiding, 
goes on to gather new ferocity! 

But if the din of war seems to overcome and drown 
Our voice, We turn Our gaze away from earth to 
Heaven, to the Father of Mercies and to the God of all 
comfort (II Corinthians i, 3), Who contemplates all here 
below and commands the flow of the ocean: “Hitherto 
thou shalt come, and shalt go no further, and here thou 
shalt break thy swelling waves” (Job xxxviii, 11). 


“GIVE PEACE IN OUR DAYS” 


To Him beneath Whose Hands in the universal 
order of events and things the action of man is rest- 
less without being able to evade His provident and 
ineluctable counsel; to Him We raise the sorrowing 
ery of Our heart, imploring from Him better days for 
the human race, better dawns and better sunsets to 
our days. 

Grant us, O Lord, peace in our days! 

No. Our God is not like the idols of the Gentiles 
that have ears and hear not, have hands and feel not, 
have hearts and love not (refer Psalm cxxxiv, 16, 
17). Our God is love, is charity itself; and We have 
known and believed in the charity of God toward us: 


| We have known and have believed the charity which 


God hath to us. God is charity (I John iv, 16). This is 
the mystery of the heart of God, the great mystery of 
Christianity. 

“GoD WILL HEAR Us” 

God, with that infinite and tender mercy which is 
over all His works (Psalm cxliv, 9), will hear us— 
at the moment and in the manner which He will have 
disposed—if we send up to the seat of His throne with 
One voice a trusting and fervent prayer enriched by 
the humiliation of penance; for it belongs to the Su- 
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preme Excellence of the goodness and charity of God 
not only to bestow life and prosperity on all, but also 
to accede in His generosity to the pious wishes we ex- 
press with prayer. 

Has not the Incarnate Son of God called us, in His 
disciples, His friends? (refer Saint John xv, 15). And 
is it not a test of friendship that he who loves wishes 
to see the desire of the loved one satisfied? 

It was for this reason that on the Feast of Christ 
the King, under the protection of the glorious Queen 
of the Rosary, We called on all the children of the 
Church to offer public prayers together with Us today. 

We wished that there might be one immense choir 
of suppliants answering to Our voice—of every clime, 
of every tongue, dress, manner and rite, fired by one 
and the same faith, one and the same hope, one and the 
same love—to turn with Us their eyes beyond the stars 
and send their humble supplication for grace and mercy 
to the throne of the Most High. 


CALLS ON ALL CHRISTIANS 


Behold, My Dear Children, this altar, this Cross 
which dominates it, this Bread and this Chalice, this 
Tomb on which We reverently stand, this cornerstone 
of the Church known and venerated in the faith of na- 
tions! Behold this glorious center of the altars of the 
world. 

This is not the bloody Golgotha of Divine mercy 
and justice of which the majesty of God is placated 
and propitiated. Here, between the wings of celestial 
cohorts beneath the gaze of the Prophets, of the Evan- 
gelists, of the Apostles and of the Saints, is offered a 
sacrifice of atonement, of the new and eternal law, 
where Christ Himself is the Victim of the Father and 
renews in this Wonder of Wonders His sacrifice on Cal- 
vary of His Body and Blood shed for the remission of 
sins. “And not for ours only, but for those of the whole 
world” (I John ii, 2). 
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Let all those who believe in Him be united then 
around Us; and united in spirit with Us who beneath 
this dome that vies with Heaven, offer Divine Sacrifice 
of appeasement. May His sacred ministers in every 
part of the world sacrifice and offer to the Eternal 
Father, that same obiation of His Beloved Son, of 
Christ, Who once only offered Himself in bloody man- 
ner on the altar of the Cross, and in the not bloody 
manner in which His immense and ineffable love of- 
fered Himself countless times on our altars. 


PRAYER FOR WAR VICTIMS 


Yes, O Father Who art in Heaven, O God, our 
strength, turn Thy gaze toward Christ Thy Son. Be- 
hold the Christian marks of His Wounds, to which He 
was brought by His love for us and His obedience to 
Thee, through which He ever wished to be our Advo- 
cate and Peacemaker. 


O Jesus, our Saviour, speak to Thy Father for us, 
intercede with Him for us, for Thy Church, for all men 
who have been won by Thy blood. O Peace-bringing 
King, O Prince of Peace! Thou Who hast the keys of 
life and death, grant the peace of eternal rest to the 
souls of all faithful who have been swept to their death 
in this whirlwind of war and have been known and 
unknown, wept and unwept, and buried beneath the 
ruins of cities and villages destroyed, or have met their 
deaths on gory plains, on war-torn hillsides, in gorges 
and valleys or in the depths of the sea. 

May Thy purifying Blood descend on them in their 
pains, to wash their mantles and render them worthy 
and bright in Thy blessed sight. Do Thou, O loving 
Comforter of the afflicted, Who didst weep at the tears 
of Martha and the many desolate for their brothers, 
grant peace and consolation, resignation and health to 
those poor people who are overcome by the sorrows 
and tribulations of war’s calamities, to exiles, to refu- 
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gees, to unknown wanderers, to prisoners and to the 
wounded, who trust in Thee. 


CONSOLE THE AFFLICTED 


Dry abundant tears of wives, mothers, orphans, of 
whole families, of so many left destitute; heavy tears 
falling on the bread of sorrow, eaten after long fast in 
cold hovels; bread divided between children who often 
have been brought to Thy altars in a little church to 
pray for father or elder brother, dead perhaps, or 
wounded, or missing. 

Console them all with Divine gifts and with those 
helps and that effective charitable relief which is our 
task. Suggest to kindly souls they recognize in the af- 
flicted and unfortunate their brothers and love them 
as Thy image. Give to the combatants, together with 
heroism in full token of their duty, even to the supreme 
sacrifice in defense of their native land, that noble 
sense of humanity by which they will not, no matter 
in what circumstances, do to others that which they 
would not have done to themselves or their country 
(Matthew vii, 12). 

O Lord, may Thy Divine Spirit reign and triumph 
over the world. May the peace of concord and justice 
among nations be restored. May our prayers be ac- 
ceptable and welcome to the meek and humble in heart. 
May the numbers and devotion of Holy Sacrifices which 
Thy Church, on bended knee, offers to Thee, Priest and 
Victim eternally, through Thy holy Mother, render 
Thee propitious toward us. Thou hast words which 
penetrate and overcome hearts, which enlighten intel- 
lects, which assuage anger and extinguish hates and 
revenge. Speak that word which will still the storm, 
which will heal the sick, which is light to the blind and 
hearing to the deaf and life to the dead. 


PLEA FOR PEACE OF JUSTICE 
Peace among men, which Thou desirest, is dead. 
Bring it back to life, O Divine Corfqueror of death. 





Thr 
Ma: 
of 1 
on | 
side 
inju 
all « 
Anc 
tion 
ord 
thre 
all } 


Radi 
ber, 
ence 


sup] 


Com 
Lor 
and 
as t] 
of n 
to t 
dow 
tant 
the 
a di: 
is a 
thin, 
first 











COOPERATIVE CHRISTIAN CHARITY 529 





Through Thee, at last may the land and sea be calmed. 
May whirlwinds, that in the light of day or in the dark 
of night scatter terror, fire, destruction and slaughter 
on humble folk, cease. May justice and charity on one 
side and on the other be in perfect balance, so that all 
injustice be repaired, and the reign of right restored, 
all discord and rancor be banished from men’s minds. 
And may there arise, and gather strength in contempla- 
tion of a new and harmonious prosperity, true and well- 
ordered peace that will permanently unite as brothers, 
through the ages, in harmonious search of high good, 
all peoples of the human race in Thy sight. Amen. 


Cooperative Christian Charity 
Most REV. SAMUEL A. STRITCH, D.D. 


Radio address delivered by the Archbishop of Chicago, Novem- 

ber, 16, 1940, preceding the opening in Chicago of the Confer- 

ence of Catholic Charities and of the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society on November 17, 1940. 


hws charity of the Church in the United States is by 
far and large the greatest work of social service 
supported by private alms. 

The definition of Christian charity follows from the 
Commandment of the New Law: “Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with thy whole heart, thy whole mind 
and all thy strength. ... Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself.” Radically charity is love of God and love 
of neighbor and self in God. It raises the soul of man 
to the Infinite God and the all-perfect God it brings 
down into the soul of man. It is as much a concomi- 
tant of supernatural union of the soul with God as is 
the heart-beat with human life. To attempt to make 
a distinction between love of God and love of neighbor 
is an unchristian thing. “If thy neighbor hath any- 
thing against thee leave thy gift at the altar and go 
first and be reconciled with thy neighbor.” We are 
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blood-brothers in the Blood of Christ and in Him are 
united to God. “I was hungry and you gave Me to 
eat, thirsty and you fed Me, naked and you clothed 
Me, in prison and you visited me... Whatsoever you 
do to these My least brethren you do also unto Me.” 
Here is the Christian formula for human solidarity. 
Not in the blood of race, not in the common interests 
of territorial habitation, not in mutual economic needs, 
but in the Blood of Christ are men one—a brother- 
hood in Christ of the Fatherhood which is God. The 
weak must help the strong and the strong must serve 
the weak. A Christian author of the last century la- 
ments that while there are many who are willing to 
serve the poor at table there are few who will sit with 
the poor at table. Christian charity is cooperative in 
Christ. 

However noble almsgiving may be, the fine quali- 
ties of soul that the poor give the almsgiver are the 
greater gift. Our whole Christian culture has been 
built on this sort of human solidarity and the rents in 
it are due to a want of it. “In this we have known the 
charity of God because He hath laid down His life for 
us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the breth- 
ren. He that hath the substance of this world and 
shall see his brother in need and shall shut up his 
bowels from him; how doth the charity of God abide 
in him?” There is in every man a personal responsi- 
bility for his neighbor in distress. In this true Chris- 
tian neighborliness there are rooted the foundations of 
our Republic. To dispense under any pretext with true 
cooperative charity is to weaken the fabric of Chris- 
tian culture and to deny the Christ. 


THE BISHOPS AND CHARITY 


From the first days of the Church the Faithful have 
made their bishops their almoners and their bishops 
have placed the care of the poor in their pastoral duties 
alongside the very offering of the clean oblation on 
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their altars. You will recall how Saint Paul brought 
the alms of the Church in Corinth to Jerusalem for the 
needy Christians. History tells the beautiful story of 
Saint Cyprian’s emptying the treasury of his church 
for his neighbors in distress. The legend of Saint 
Lawrence before the Roman Tribunal, producing the 
maimed and the crippled and the poor in answer to a 
demand to bring to the Court the treasures of the 
Roman Church is significant. In the days of the Cata- 
combs the gathering and the distribution of the alms 
of the Faithful was highly and efficiently organized. 
Soon hospices appeared and the story of Christian in- 
stitutes of charity began. 

Organized charity is not new in the Church and in 
no way conflicts with the cooperation which is of the 
essence of Christian charity. It does not do away with 
direct almsgiving to the poor but embraces it. The 
traveler in one of the large Christian countries of Eu- 
rope only a few years ago was approached by a poor 
man who said to him: “Brother in Christ, have you an 
alms for your brother in distress?” and thanked the 
giver with these words: “May He Who promised a hun- 
dredfold in return for a charity to His least brethren 
reward and bless you!” In the organized charities of 
the Church it is this spirit which must dominate all 
else. 

CHRISTIAN CHARITY AND CIVIL WELFARE 

In our days we have seen a great consoling awaken- 
ing of the social conscience to its duty towards the 
needy and distressed. If the author of Oliver Twist 
were to return to life he would have a hard time here 
in the United States in finding a counterpart of his 
sort of institution for the care of the poor. Instead 
he would find large, commodious institutions of many 
sorts, equipped with wonderful facilities and conducted 
with great prudence and intelligence. He would be sur- 
prised to discover in almost every community a Com- 
munity Chest, filled with private alms for the works 
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of charity and he would be forced to voice his admira- 
tion of the generosity of the citizens towards the poor. 
Even though our awakened social conscience all too 
frequently falls short of the Christian ideal and is in- 
spired by a lamentable naturalism and materialism its 
works are admirable and it does seek to establish a cer- 
tain frail human solidarity. 

And there is another social phenomenon which 
gives satisfaction and consolation—the large part that 
civil authority is taking in the care of the underprivi- 
leged. When we analyze the budgets of our public civil 
expenditures we discover that a very large percentage 
of them is for the poor and afflicted. If the depres- 
sion had done no more for us than sharpen the sense 
of responsibility for the poor and underprivileged it 
has been some sort of blessing. And yet with this 
phenomenon there has come a great danger in the ten- 
dency to give civil authority the whole duty of caring 
for the poor and afflicted. If true cooperative Chris- 
tian charity disappears, then indeed we shall have lost 
our free institutions and become the very thing which 
we dread. 

Pope Leo XIII once said that it is the function of 
the State to nourish and foster in its bosom institutes 
and agencies of charity supported by private alms and 
to supplement their work as far as necessary by public 
expenditures. We must keep this balance if we wish to 
give to our children our own heritage. The civil au- 
thority welfare work must never supplant almsgiving 
but only supplement it so that all needs may be re- 
lieved. Never must we surrender to the State a mo- 
nopoly in caring for the needy and give up the sweet 
word “charity” for the word “welfare.” 

COOPERATIVE CHRISTIAN CHARITY 

It appears therefore that the Conference of Catho- 
lic Charities and of the Saint Vincent de Paul Society 
has for the topic of its discussions and deliberations 
two important Christian principles: ‘ 
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First, it must give us help in our efforts to foster 
true Christian charity in our people in the complicated 
conditions of contemporary society and to improve our 
methods of using the alms placed in our hands. Im- 
portant studies have been made on our social problems 
and there have been formulated new techniques for the 
care of the poor and the underprivileged. We must 
not turn away from these new genuine findings but 
must make them our own without the surrender of our 
teaching and principle. Indeed in improving our stand- 
ards in our charities we must be possessed of a holy 
impatience and eagerly look for help on all sides. 

Second, the Conference will help us to defend 
against all forces our tradition and practice of cooper- 
ative Christian charity. It will discover for us how 
more effectively to serve our communities and balance 
rightly our work with the growing welfare work of 
public authority. In this its service will be outstand- 
ing for it will insist that not only the weak be taken 
care of but that also the poor be allowed to give gen- 
erously to the strong. The fine things that Christian 
charity has put into our Christian culture it will pre- 
serve and above all it will show that Christian charity 
is powerful to establish in this war-torn, afflicted, cha- 
otic world true human solidarity, if men will only 
gather about the Cross of Calvary and with their com- 
mon brother Christ reach up in perfect love to God, 
| Who then will reach down into them, and there shall 
be in all that measure of happiness which in this life 
is possible. 

May the God of Love inspire all of us through these 
days and may there come from this Conference in all 
of us an intensification of the virtue of charity so that 
our neighborliness in Christ may be an example to all 
the world and say with Christ to all: “Come to Me ye 
that labor and are burdened and I shall refresh you 
... My yoke is sweet and My burden is light.... I 
am the light of the world.” 











Disciplining American Youth 
JOHN LAFARGE, S.J. 
Reprinted from Thought, December, 1940. 


UDDENLY, as a result of the defense situation, the 
public at large has become enormously concerned 
over the discipline of our youth. No one factor has 
enabled the American public to swallow the bitter pill 
of conscription in peace time more unprotestingly than 
the belief that a taste of army life will discipline the 
young men of the nation. 
The army will do for millions what a zealous coun- 
try pastor told me he was doing for the young men of 
his parish. 


I am making them wear neckties, instead of slouching about 
with open collars. Wonderful how morale changes when they 
wear their ties. The favorite attitude of youth in this parish 
has been a leaning one. Everybody has to lean up against 
something when we conduct a parish social. They are out now 
standing on their own feet. Little things; but they indicate a 
mental change. 


Their shoulders will be squared; they will look at 
those who speak to them; they will make their beds; 
their muscles will be hardened; they will be men in- 
stead of louts. Common sense and homely wisdom 
are making the millions, young and old, see the value 
of this training and welcome the discipline that af- 
fords it. 

The defense emergency, however, is merely mak- 
ing us realize, while it is still time, an imminent need 
that would inevitably confront us, defense or no de- 
fense. The question of discipline is unavoidable. Our 
American civilization, and particularly our American 
system of popular education, is in for an awakening 
on this point. We have too long indulged in the dream 
that we could somehow dispense with the need of edu- 
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cational discipline. We trusted that our young people 
deprived of its influence would somehow evolve into 
the perfect citizen. 

Awakenings, however, may be as dangerous as 
dreams. Disgust with the delusions of the past may 
cause us to seek other delusions in the future. We 
may be tempted to accept as remedies methods which 
do not contain the secret of discipline but merely 
masquerade under some of its outward forms. 

When visiting a lovely little village church in the 
German Rhineland a couple of years ago, I happened 
upon an exemplification of what may pass as disci- 
pline, but, in truth, is a counterfeit. Two or three 
dozen little boys were wearily marching up and down 
before the church, under the direction of a young man 
who looked even wearier and more bored than they 
were. They belonged to the Hitlerjugend. The men- 
tion of the word recalls the lack of motives that can 
adequately inspire the young, the peculiar soulless- 
ness and sterility that characterize that powerful or- 
ganization, so powerful that, in the words of one of 
its principal propagandists, Alfred Rosenberg, it ab- 
sorbs everything else “like a sponge.” 

There are very patent advantages for American 
youth in experiencing, for a time, a manner of living 
in which they are obliged to obey orders: to do pre- 
cisely what they are told and as they are told to do it, 


+ regardless of their own feelings in the matter. If the 


orders have not proved wholly unreasonable nor be- 
yond his strength of endurance, they will have en- 
abled him to form habits which will make him in later 
life helpful to others as well as himself. 

But such an experience is not a solution of the 
problem of discipline, which is a problem of recogniz- 
ing authority, not of merely submitting to coercion. 
Coercion, be it ever so ably organized and clothed in 
myths and emotion, is no genuine substitute for author- 
ity. It may be an instrument for authority to wield 
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upon occasion, but coercion remains a handy servant, 
not a master. To place coercion in the master’s seat 
is to produce anarchy under the title of order, which 
is the precise heresy of the totalitarian idea of life. 

Authority, in the true sense of the word, can only 
exist when there are free and reasonable beings to 
yield homage to one whose claim to govern is based 
upon a recognized spiritual principle. The old-fash- 
ioned schoolmaster wielded the hickory stick and 
clapped the dunce cap upon the dullard’s head. One 
veteran missionary, now passed to his reward, kept 
what he termed the “Board of Education”—in a strict- 
ly literal sense—upon his desk, for application where 
and to what part needed. But the victims of the 
“Board” or the dunce cap, though they wailed aloud 
or sighed in silent shame, were conscious in an ele- 
mentary way that they were governed by a spiritual 
and not by a purely physical force. All the severity 
in the world would not have established discipline if 
the schoolmaster’s spiritual authority were not freely 
accepted. Otherwise he was a mere Squeers, as inef- 
fective of true discipline as a chimpanzee garbed in 
cap and gown. 

All of which brings us to an immediate and very 
practical conclusion. 

Under the guise of furthering the democratic proc- 
ess in matters educational, we have squeezed the con- 
cept of spiritual authority out of our schools. In our 
revolt against the rules of thumb—or ferule or dull 
routine—we have revolted against the rule of spiritual 
principle: of a spiritual authority appealing to the 
reason and the religious faith of the pupil. As a re- 
sult we have betrayed the very democracy we sought 
to defend, for the essence of democracy is a full recog- 
‘nition of the adequate spiritual worth of each indi- 
vidual, according to his vocation and his capacity. 
We have even betrayed the very principle of free dis- 
cussion, which is necessary for adolescent youth that 
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requires plenty of Lebensraum in which to talk and 
argue and question the sayings and doings of the 
elders, because we have sacrificed that spiritual sta- 
bility which gives to free discussion an aim and a 
significance. Worst of all, by scuttling the spiritual 
carriers of true authority, we compel a drowning edu- 
cational process to hoist itself upon the rotten raft of 
a falsely termed “authoritarian” but actually totali- 
tarian discipline. For neither the individual nor soci- 
ety can survive without discipline. If expelled under 
one pretext it will return under another. Even the 
Bolsheviks some fifteen years ago booted the “chil- 
dren’s soviets” out of their classrooms. 

We are entering upon a period when discipline 
will be rigidly required. The genuine democratic con- 
cept of authority is restored if we return religion and 
the spiritual concept of life to the schools. If this is 
done, discipline may be reestablished upon a sound 
and thoroughly democratic basis. But if this is not 
done, the search for discipline will result here as it 
has already resulted in the totalitarian countries. It 
will serve as an excuse for a type of education which 
bids the kindergarten infants “Believe, Obey, Fight” 
or enrols shortpanted youngsters in the soulless regi- 
mentation of the Hitlerjugend. 

However we may debate on the merits of conscrip- 
tion in peacetime, it is now an accomplished fact. It 
may have the substantial merit of inspiring our edu- 
cators and the parents of the coming generation to 
stoop down to educational grassroots and plough back 
the spiritual and religious concept of authority into 
the fertile soul of American democracy. 

& * « * 

Unless men are guided by the advice and judgment of a 
conscience founded on religion, they can give no security that 
they will be either good citizens, faithful servants of the pub- 
lic, or honest in their mutual dealings; since there is no other 


tie through which the pride, or lust or avarice, or ambition of 
mankind will not certainly break one time or another. 











Primacy of Ethics Over Politics 
RT. REV. MsGr. FULTON J. SHEEN, S.T.D. 


Radio address delivered over the Church of the Air, 
October 27, 1940. 


i iagpesenves is a great difference between ethics and 
politics: ethics is the science of right and wrong; 
politics is the science of government. Now since a 
government may be either good or bad, it follows that 
politics is a branch of ethics. It was considered that 
way by the Greeks centuries before Christ, when 
Aristotle housed his treatise on politics in the wide 
domain of ethics; it was considered that way by the 
Jews whose leaders condemned alliances with power- 
ful anti-Semitic neighbors merely because their horses 
were many and their horsemen strong; and it has been 
so considered throughout the whole Christian tradi- 
tion and so taught in our Catholic schools today, even 
to the point of saying that one may not make use of 
dishonest, political means to gain an honest end. 

But to modern times with its passion for divorce 
has been reserved the dubious distinction of separating 
both politics and economics from ethics. Once eco- 
nomics became divorced from ethics a profitable busi- 
ness was called a good business; and once politics be- 
came divorced from ethics expediency was identified 
with justice. “It makes money doesn’t it?” said the 
economists. Yes, but so does gangsterism. And even 
Hitler can say his politics works; but is it right? 

Let me enumerate three samples of the tragic di- 
vorce of ethics and politics. Firstly, the primacy of 
party politics over individual conscience. Many an 
individual in any given party is often convinced in his 
soul that a certain party policy is wrong; but he never- 
theless follows the party line rather than his con- 
science. Nothing has done more to wreck the faith 
of the American people in party politics than this sub- 
servience of duty to program and this dethronement 
of conscience for the sake of a united front. 
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A second sample is chosen from the international 
scene where vindictive conquerors impose crushing 
terms upon the vanquished, and even regard any pro- 
test against those terms as a violation of justice. 
Right and wrong thus become identified with the 
maintenance of a status quo imposed by force rather 
than the maintenance of order dictated by conscience. 

And the third sample of the divorce of ethics and 
politics is to be found in the present tendency to seek 
alliances with nations which suppress every human 
right merely because one does not like the leader of 
another nation which also suppresses every human 
right. Calling Russia a friendly power may be good 
politics, but it is very bad ethics and it ill behooves a 
nation which prides itself on the love of righteousness 
to invoke the Devil to fight Beelzebub. America can- 
not champion the cause of the oppressed and the en- 
slaved and at the same time ally itself with that gov- 
ernment which has not only oppressed and enslaved 
160,000,000 people, but has also joined hands with the 
Nazis to enslave the world. Why should America be 
so blind as to believe that Russia, which provoked the 
war in Europe by demanding an appeasement of Hit- 
ler while promising to aid France and England, will 
now for the first time in its history seek any other end 
than an exhausted world over which it might sweep 
like a vulture? The answer to this question is not 
difficult to find. When a nation forgets the universal 
moral principles of right and wrong, it becomes in- 
different to the evil of other nations and at once makes 
itself an easy prey to Fifth Columnists. 

Not having any clear concept of what is right and 
what is wrong, nations become incapacitated to deal 
with subversive evil when they meet it. If the doctors 
of the United States were as indifferent to disease as 
some governments are to evil, and if they held that 
the desirability of health over disease was merely a 
question of a point of view, the world would long ago 
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have turned into one vast hospital. But what is hap- 
pening to souls by indifference to morality is far more 
tragic for like a hidden cancer it works its destruc- 
tion before its discovery. The blindness of America 
in thinking that Stalin will do for us what he would 
not do for France, Poland and Finland is due solely to 
the collapse of morality in our international outlook. 

I know the cheap retort made by those who favor 
such an alliance of America with Russia through ex- 
pediency at the cost of morality. They ask: “If your 
house were burning would you not call in a Commu- 
nist to put it out?” My answer is: “No, I would not 
if I knew the Communist started the fire.” 


BASIS OF RIGHT AND WRONG 


There are too many in our land who confuse a per- 
sonal hatred against a dictator with a hatred of wrong. 
Hence when they find the same wicked principle at 
work in others they are left cold. What manifests it 
better than for a movie for example, to sneer at a Hit- 
ler and a Mussolini, but to be silent about Stalin? 
And why mention only one of three persecutions? No 
one has a right to be heard on the subject of persecu- 
tion unless he condemns it irrespective of where he 
finds it and irrespective of who is persecuted whether 
it be a Jew, a Protestant or a Catholic. The persecu- 
tion of a Jew is just as wrong as the persecution of a 
Protestant, and the persecution of a Catholic is just as 
wrong as the persecution of a Jew for they are all 
human beings and all bearers of inalienable rights as 
the gifts of God. 

Furthermore, no one has the right to be heard on 
the subject of dictatorship if he picks and chooses 
among his barbarians on the basis of a personal hatred 
for any one or any two, but not all. It may be good 
business—it may be good propaganda in a film to like 
a red barbarian and hate a brown or a black barbarian, 
but it is not good ethics, for ethics is. based not on the 
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color of an anti-human flag but on the basis of right 
and wrong grounded on the Eternal Reason of God. 
Any other standard of judgment destroys the moral 
sense of the American people and betrays the hope that 
justice-loving America will make itself worthy to as- 
sume more leadership among the nations of the world. 

Jews, Protestants and Catholics have’ something 
more in common than the fact that we are fellow- 
citizens. We share not only America, but we share 
also Americanism, and the essence of Americanism 
according to its Declaration of Independence is that 
our rights and liberties come to us, not from the State, 
not from the Federal Government, not from the will 
of the majority, but from God the Creator, hence, no 
earthly power can take our rights away. If our rights 
come from God, it follows that those who most con- 
tribute to the love and service of God in our country 
are at the same time doing most to preserve our in- 
alienable rights and liberties. Look over the world 
and you will find that in those countries where reli- 
gion is most persecuted, there man is most tyran- 
nized. 

The burden of preserving God in our national life 
falls principally on those charged with the responsi- 
bility of religious leadership. Sometimes there are 
betrayals. Generals always talk about the army; ad- 
mirals about the navy; but religious leaders do not al- 
ways talk about religion, God and morality. There is 
often a tendency to judge men by their attitudes to 
forms of government rather than by their attitude to 
God. I have spoken on some occasions with men 
charged with the responsibility of religion who never 
mentioned the name of God. Instead of judging de- 
mocracy by its attitude to religion they judged reli- 
gion by its attitude to democracy. 

The last war should have convinced us that there 
is no such thing as saving democracy alone; democracy 
is not a root, but a branch—its root is religion. To 
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save democracy we must save religicn and that is why 
I say the first thing Jews, Protestants and Catholics 
can do is to insist on first things first; “Seek ye first 
the Kingdom of God and His Justice and all these 
things shall be added unto you.” The business of reli- 
gion is not social planning but soul saving; its end is 
not political but ethical and moral. And to every Jew, 
every Protestant, and Catholic in the United States 
who is looking for light and peace and deliverance, and 
to every rabbi and minister who gives them God and 
not platitudes, I join hands in the bonds of common 
fellowship and charity. 


THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND ETHICS 


And while admitting the right of every man to 
adore God according to the dictates of his conscience, 
no Jew, nor Protestant, nor Catholic, will, I am sure, 
deny me the right to believe, as I do believe with all 
the intensity of my soul, that the Church of which I 
am so unworthy a member is the spiritual offspring 
of Israel and the full and perfect prolongation of the 
life, truth and way of Jesus Christ and for any one 
of its doctrines I would die rather than deny. Bear 
with me then as I tell you the contribution the Catho- 
lic Church is making to the preservation of moral 
principles and the primacy of ethics over politics. _ It 
can be made clear by analogy. 

At the present time while long range guns and 
bombs simultaneously make the corpse and the grave, 
the British government sends its work of art away 
from the cities into hiding places from whence they 
will be brought back when, God grant, peace comes to 
a free people. Now the Church throughout the cen- 
turies has done the same thing with moral principles 
of right and wrong during times of war. As men for- 
got justice and brotherly love, and turned their fertile 
fields into Haceldemas of blood, the Church took the 
moral law to her bosom for safe-keéping. And when 
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the wars ended and the passions and hatred of men 
had died away, the Church said: “Here are the prin- 
ciples of right and wrong which you endangered and 
forgot; I have kept them for you.” And nations 
grateful for the preservation of that which is greater 
than art, rebuilt their world on that moral law. The 
Church is doing that very thing now; whether the na- 
tions will want its healing balm after the wounds of 
battle remains to be seen. There is hope so long as 
men still believe in right when they do wrong. But 
there is no hope when men do what is morally wrong 
and call it politically right. 

Today there is evidence that men are now begin- 
ning to recognize the necessity of right through expe- 
rience with evil, as some men come to know the value 
of health through disease. And, no defense of the 
Catholic position could be more effective than the 
present straits for “from the immense vortex of error 
and anti-Christian movements there has come forth a 
crop of such poignant disasters as to constitute a con- 
demnation surpassing in its conclusiveness any merely 
theoretical refutation” (Pius XII). 

God grant that even though men do what is wrong, 
they may never forget that right is right if nobody is 
right, and wrong is wrong if everybody is wrong. 
And whatever men may believe in their consciences 
may they never doubt the lesson of the last 1900 years 
that though everything material be destroyed, there 
will be one survival in the future as in the past—the 
Church bearing the life and truth of Christ, which it 
has always refused to accommodate even to win an 
erring world. And there is one lesson all Americans 
can learn from the Church whatever be their creed, 
namely—the primacy of ethics over politics, of moral- 
ity over expediency. Thus will we prove ourselves 
worthy to have that symbol of a moral America, the 
eagle flying upward and outwards to the sun and to 
God. 








Some Things New and Old 


COMMUNITY OF GOODS 


HE Catholic Church has condemned Communism: 
but how do you account for the fact that Commu- 
nism was practised in the early Church? This is from 
a working man, who has been reading some Commu- 
nist leaflets. 

The early Church never practised Communism. 
What it put into practise was Community of Goods, 
which is quite another thing, and something which 
the Communism condemned by the Church has never 
thought of putting into its practical teaching. 

This idea that Communism prevailed in the Apos- 
tolic Church is founded on part of the Acts of the 
Apostles, chapter ii., verses 44 and 45: “And all they 
that believed, were together, and had all things in com- 
mon. Their possessions and goods they sold, and di- 
vided them to all, according as every one had need.” 

Now it is perfectly clear that this is not the sort 
of business which distinguishes our Communists. The 
Red brethren believe that religion is the opiate of the 
people, and they deny the right of the individual to 
possess private property. You can, if you feel that 
you are called thereunto, voluntarily surrender your 
property. You can even, of your own free choice, sur- 
render your right to possess private property. This is 
called Evangelical Poverty, and it is the first of the 
vows pronounced in every Religious Order of the Cath- 
olic Church. But it is another maiter to deny that 
there exists a right to possess property: a denial that 
is condemned by the Church, and by none more tren- 
chantly than Pope Leo XIII and Pope Pius XI in their 
Encyclicals. 


EUCHARISTIC FAST 
From Alabama comes this question: Is it forbid- 
den, under penalty of sin, for any Catholic to receive 
544 
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Holy Communion unless fasting from the previous 
midnight? 

That is the usual rule, but there are exceptions, 
such as giving Viaticum to one in danger of death. 
There are also other exceptions, some of them made 
within the past quarter century. But the most out- 
standing exception from the midnight fast before re- 
ceiving the Holy Eucharist dates no farther back than 
this present year. 

On December 3, 1940, Pope Pius XII issued a Motu 
Proprio, in which he made certain dispensations from 
the Eucharistic fast. The exception refers only, so 
it would seem, to those belligerent countries where the 
blackout against air raids is in force. 

The Holy Father advanced the hour for celebrat- 
ing the Midnight Mass of Christmas, so that priests, 
having recited the office of Matins for Christmas, may 
celebrate Mass any time on the afternoon of Christ- 
mas Eve, even very soon after mid-day, if the Matins 
office has been recited. Under this ruling, priests who 
make use of this privilege, and the Faithful who wish 
to receive Holy Communion, must abstain from food 
and drink only for four hours before approaching the 
altar. In addition to this, the Faithful who had al- 
ready received Holy Communion on the morning of 
Christmas Eve, are permitted by this dispensation to 
communicate again at the anticipated Midnight Mass. 
Thus Communion may be received twice between sun- 
rise and sunset on the same day. 


PAPAL WEALTH 


If the Pope is Vicar of Jesus Christ and His Rep- 
resentative on earth, why is it that the Popes live in 
splendor in the Vatican, one of the most magnificent 
and richest palaces in the world? 

This question came from an inquirer in no broth- 
erly mood, and it was intended to floor us, so to speak. 

But here is the answer. The Pope certainly does 
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live in the Vatican, and it is also certainly one of the 
most magnificent and richest palaces in the world. In- 
deed, the Vatican is not just a single palace; it is a 
collection of palaces, built in the course of centuries. 
It is not, however, as our correspondent would like to 
persuade himself, a setting in which the Pope lives in 
wanton luxury. As a matter of fact, the Pope’s own 
apartments consist of no more than three or four 
rooms, and extremely simple ones at that. The Vati- 
can has several thousand rooms. 

The Vatican is not the Pope’s own personal pri- 
vate property; it is the property of the Holy See, of 
which the Pope has what might be called a life ten- 
ancy. For the rest, the Vatican consists of certain 
ceremonial halls and reception rooms, the Vatican Li- 
brary, the Vatican Museum, and numerous other apart- 
ments which are turned over to the executive offices of 
the Holy See. 

The treasures of the Vatican are indeed priceless 
and of fabulous value. But they are as much the per- 
sonal property of the Pope, as the state apartments 
and their contents at the White House are the prop- 
erty of the President of the United States. 

It is very true that the Son of Man had not where 
to lay His head. No Catholic disputes that. But it is 
also true that He was not in correspondence with about 
a thousand bishops in every corner of the globe. It 
takes an extensive headquarters from which to rule 
spiritually nearly four hundred millions of Catholics. 

4 * * * 


Instead of statistics of Catholics who go to church, give 
me statistics of Catholics who don’t. Positive statistics act like 
a drug: they encourage one to pat oneself on the back and then 
go to sleep. For a year at least all the statistics of the diocese 
should be negative: statistics of children who are not baptized, 
not confirmed; of Catholics who do not make their Easter 
duties, who do not marry in church; statistics of people who 
should be converted and are not. Let them be negative anyway, 
and our arm-chairs will be emptier than’ they usually are— 
Canon Jackman in Holy Roodlets. 
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Russia’s Godless Program for Poland....... p. 52, Feb. 8/40 
Politics: 
Primacy of Ethics Over Politics.......... p. 538, Dec, 22/40 
Religion Grid Poawess oo sic ivsccdscceceess p. 418, Oct. 22/40 


Priests and Laity: 
A Bishop’s New Year Word to His Priests. .p. 61, Feb. 22/40 


Private Property: 


COMMUNITIES CE GOOGR so 6.5cik ide dieccdiewes p. 544, Dec. 22/40 
Protestantism: 

WEE PUOCMUMIONT oh kisccdedscscecuseween p. 390, Oct. 8/40 
Psychology: 

Control Your Imagination. ......cccccsccss p. 361, Oct. 8/40 

Getting to Know Yourself................ p. 407, Oct. 22/40 

The Power of Your Mind.......cccccses p. 261, July 22/40 


Public Schools: 
Underprivileged Children of the Public 


BONO ocrccccccccoscccccsocccsccenecs p. 126, Apr. 8/40 
Religion: 
Christian Optintigm .....00scccssdcsvceses p. 367, Oct. 8/40 
Religion and Agrarianism..............-. p. 438, Nov. 8/40 
Religion and the Land.............eeeee: p. 281, Aug. 8/40 
ONION OE PORT 6 6 ecb i vecsecececess p. 418, Oct. 22/40 
Scientific Approach to Religion........... p. 457, Nov. 22/40 


Religious Freedom: 
Religious Struggle in Soviet Russia......... p. 41, Feb. 8/40 


Rural Life: 


Religion and Agrarianism..............++ p. 438, Nov. 8/40 

Religion and the Land..........+++e+ee+: p. 281, Aug. 8/40 
Russia: 

Religious Struggle in Soviet Russia......... p. 41, Feb. 8/40 


Russia’s Godless Program for Poland....... p. 52, Feb. 8/40 
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Science and Religion: 
Scientific Approach to Religion.......... p. 457, Nov. 22/40 


Social Order: 
PECL GAROOR 65 65-650 se seeds sonsasacs p. 101, Mar. 8/40 
The Church and Social Order.............. p. 81, Mar. 8/40 
Toward a More Christian Social Order....p. 413, Oct. 22/40 


Society of Saint Vincent de Paul: 
THO VisiPORtian Bitte oes ois cisieeasiseesoirs p. 483, Nov. 22/40 


Sociology: 
Bocial Welfare TOOK « <..:6 sic ccscccciecees p. 466, Nov. 22/40 | 


Spain: 
SONUSG WORIUTH ON ORE oi6 isc cscnccwoxeeied p. 454, Nov. 8/40 | 


Statistics, Catholic: 
WOW Sieny CAOUNGIS ? iia ckccedcedantons p. 390, Oct. 8/40 7 


Storer, Horatio: 
PIOEREMI THUOEOR, MD rok6 060-00 ese case eewes p. 446, Nov. 8/40 | 


Totalitarian State: 4 
The Church and the Totalitarian State...p. 2385, June 22/40 


War: 

Conscientious Objection to War........... p. 393, Oct. 22/40 

Democracy and Total War............+. p. 308, Aug. 22/40 % 

Exhortation of Pius XII to Priests and =a 
Clerics Who Have Joined Armed Forces....p. 9, Jan. 8/407 

ge ne ee re p. 241, July 8/4079 

eS rere p. 213, June 8/407 

What Cansod. This Warts i.iii.ccicgce ci cess p. 21, Jan. 22/40 




































THE JESUITS 


OF THE 


MIDDLE UNITED STATES 


GILBERT J. GARRAGHAN, §8.J. 








Humbly cloaked beneath the above title, this 

noted Jesuit historian gives us the fruits of 

twenty years of research and study—the epic 

) story of a century of Jesuit pioneering—from 

Maryland across the old Cumberland Trail to 

the far reaches of the Oregon Trail; pushing 

) forward the frontiers of Christianity and 

civilization; of their successors who cleared 

away the forests to establish the rude begin- 

nings which today are the Cathedrals and 

Universities of the West. This is the story 

of the Church in the West and the part it 

played in developing truly American char- 
acter and institutions. 

0 These three volumes have been extracted 

oH from source-materials hitherto untapped, 

from archives of the United States, Canada 

0 W and Europe. This set should be in every 














* | library. 
40 Bibiiography, Maps and Illustrations 
Al) 
3 Volumes Price $15.00 


THE AMERICA press 
53 PARK PLACE NEW YORK, N. Y. 


























A Second Cardinal Newman Book of Prayers 


KINDLY 
LIGHT 


DANIEL M. O’CONNELL, S.J. 








In this companion volume to Heart to Heart 
Father O’Connell, one of America’s leading 
authorities on Newman, presents prayerful 
and meditative passages from the Cardinal’s 
writings. This new volume represents prin- 
cipally Newman’s Plain and Parochial Ser- 
mons, perhaps the flower of his remarkable 
English prose. Here is Newman at his best! 


As in Heart to Heart we find here suggestions 
for “Daily Devotions,” “Devotions According 
to the Seasons,” and an index of titles and first 
lines. 


January, 1941, Selection of the Spiritual Book 
Associates. 


Price $2.50 


THE AMERICA prEss , 
53 PARK PLACE NEW YORK, N. Y. — 
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